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CONNECT    EDUCATE    PROTECT
We work with the community to conserve and protect the
beauty and health of the Kinnickinnic River and its watershed. 
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Board Of Directors & Staff
Board of Directors Fiscal Year 2022:

David Sienko
River Falls, WI

Deborah Wulf
Troy Township, WI

Staff: 

Marty Engel
Land Stewardship Manager

Kevyn Juneau
River Falls, WI

Aleisha Miller
River Falls, WI

Chris Bye
River Falls, WI

Holly Dolliver
River Falls, WI

David Gregg
River Falls, WI

Molly Barritt
Donor and Community 
Relations Manager

CHARLES RADER

I am pleased to report that fiscal year 2022 was a
successful and busy year. Our financial situation is solid,
and we continue stewardship of lands in the watershed.
We held a successful community event with Wisconsin
comedian Charlie Berens which raised funds to support
projects at KRLT's four nature preserves. KRLT saw the
departure of executive director Charlene Brooks
Simonson and welcomed in Julie Smith. Two conservation
easements were completed, adding an additional 40+
acres of protected land. Working with the River Falls
School District, access was improved to The Community 

Greetings From The Board President

Julie Smith 
Executive Director

Charlie Rader
President

River Falls, WI

Mark Ritzinger
Treasurer

River Falls, WI

Forest and School Forest. Plus, staff finalized management plans for three of our
preserves. 

Our continued success is because of the support from our members, guardians,
corporate and foundational donors, community, volunteers, dedicated staff, and
board of directors. Thank you all for helping us to keep the Kinni cold, clean, and
free…forever. 



In September of 2021, KRLT and local
river enthusiast group R4F hosted
Wisconsin comedian Charlie Berens at
the FNBRF Baseball Field. This sold-out
event helped raise over $50,000 that
will support improvements at the four
nature preserves (The Community
Forest, Headwaters, Kelly Creek, and
Drewiske). 

Honoring The Water 

NIBI WALK

THE COMMUNITY FOREST
In January 2021, the purchase of KRLT's newest preserve, The
Community Forest, was finalized. It protected over 44 acres and
gave access to the landlock School Forest owned by the School
District of River Falls.  KRLT and the School District of River Falls
are working together to create a space that will inspire outdoor
education, recreation, and a place where all feel welcome. KRLT is
also working with UWRF's (University of Wisconsin - River Falls)
Forestry Program to create a forest management plan for the
preserve that will tentatively be completed in 2023. 

In the spring of 2022, KRLT partnered with local artist and 2022 Poet of
Place, River Maria Urke, to create a weekend honoring the waters of
the Kinni. Poet of Place is an advocate and ambassador for poetry and
creativity in the lower St. Croix Valley. 

Sharon Day, Executive Director of the Indigenous Peoples Task Force in
Minneapolis, MN, led an Indigenous ceremonial walk of prayer called a Nibi
Walk to honor and pray for the water of the Kinnickinnic River. The walk began
near the fishery headwaters. Women carried the water along the meandering
river and ended at the Kinnickinnic State Park near the confluence of the Kinni
and St. Croix River. KRLT sponsored the Nibi Walk in partnership with KinniCC
and North Woods and Waters of the St. Croix Heritage Area. 

Community and Outreach
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Photo: Thomas Lindfors

CHARLIE BERENS COMEDY SHOW
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Conservation and Land Stewardship

In the 2021-2022 fiscal year, KRLT worked with two passionate community
members within the Kinnickinnic River Watershed to add a new
conservation easement and additional acreage to a pre-existing easement
totaling over 40 acres.

 

NEW CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

NATURE PRESERVE MANAGEMENT PLANS APPROVED

PRAIRIE BURN AT KELLY CREEK PRESERVE

We are fortunate to live on a beautiful piece of land containing a large wetland and a little high ground. While
planning for a prairie installation on some of the high ground, we were approached by a KRLT board member who
suggested that we consider putting the land in a conservancy. We had been discussing how to protect the land
after we're gone because the spring-fed wetlands are an important drainage buffer for the South Fork of the
Kinnickinnic River, and we are only two miles from the city limits of River Falls. Both of us have lived in River Falls
most of our lives, and we wished to leave a legacy to our community. The conservancy is our legacy.
-Mary Foster

In the spring of 2022, a prairie burn was
conducted on 34 acres at the Kelly Creek
Preserve, which was successfully completed
on May 16th by Habitat Creations, LLC.
Funding was provided by grants from
Tropical Wings Foundation and Star Prairie
Fish and Game. This helps to control
invasive species and helps with the overall
prairie health by removing plant debris.

KRLT staff and the Conservation Committee are updating
and developing a five-year operational plan for KRLT’s four
preserves. Updated plans will help set the stage for future
infrastructure and habitat management on the preserves.
The annual plan includes monthly trail mowing and parking
lot maintenance over the summer growing season, as well as
signage of the Community Forest and the Headwaters
Preserves, a prescribed burn of the prairie at Kelly Creek,
and invasive species control on the Headwaters Preserve. 

Photo: Mike Wurm Photo: Michael Goodnature



Current Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Investments                               
Promises to Give                  
Prepaid Expenses          

Total Current Assets          

$195,845
$328,323
$3,350
$2,600
$684,108

Liabilities and Net Assets
Total Current Liabilities           
Total Net Assets                          

Total Liabilities & Net Assets   

$7,486
$1,782,414
$1,789,627

Individual Restricted/Unrestricted Contributions - $123,517
Corporate/Foundation/Grants - $113,961
Investment Income - -$49,923
Special Events - $108,429
Other Income - $1,360

Total Revenue & Other Support - $308,875

EXPENSES
Program Services - $227,399
Management & General - $18,615
Fundraising - $92,829
Total Expenses - $338,843

FIXED ASSETS
Land - $1,231,110
Land Improvements - $21,200
Equipment - $48,527
Easements - 34
Accumulated Depreciation - -$53,862
Total - $1,247,009

$1,789,627Total Assets                       

REVENUES

Financial Overview
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The Kinnickinnic River Land Trust’s fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30 of
the following year. This annual report represents the activities and financials
from July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022. Please contact the KRLT office if you
would like to receive a copy of our published financial statements for FY2022. 

Noncurrent Assets
Promises to Give                         $12,500

Property and Equipment         $1,247,009

35 Conservation Easements

4 Nature Preserves



$1,000 - $4,999
*Mike Miller and Susan Goode
*Mark & Jean Ritzinger
*Deborah and Wayne Wulf CFP
Leitch Insurance Agency
Croix Gear and Machining
YourCause, LLC/ United Way
Worldwide/The Blackbaud Giving Fund
WESTconsin Credit Union
*Shawn Monaghan and Greg Plotnikoff
Ann & David Drewiske
Kent and Jan Johnson
*Bobette Shiffler
Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
*Tom & Jeanne Gregory
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
*Charles and Jennifer Phelps
*Brett & Holly Dolliver
Ritz Family Foundation
*Doug Johnson
*Julie Smith
*Timothy Mosconi
*Hal and Maggie Watson
St. Croix Valley Foundation
*Ellen Rider and Stanley King
*Charles and Nancy Rader
*Judy Edgar
*Carleton and Maureen Rider
Fidelity Investments
Medtronic
*David Gregg
*Barbara Johnson

$5,000 - $9,999
River Falls State Bank
Bye, Goff & Rohde, Ltd.

$10,000 +
Wisconsin DNR
Laird-Norton Family Foundation
Fred C. and Katherine B.
Andersen Foundation
*Dan and Mary Wilkening
MAHADH Fund of HRK
Foundation
The Mortenson Family
Foundation
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of
HRK Foundation
*Anonymous

Fiscal Year 2022 Contributors
THE PROTECTION OF THE KINNICKINNIC RIVER AND WATERSHED 
ARE MADE POSSIBLE WITH YOUR SUPPORT!

$250 - $999
Kate and H. Mitchell Watson, Jr. 
Schwab Charitable Fund
*Rick and Sandy Bowen
Edward Jones
*Daniel Hutjens
Natasha & Peter Rayne
Bill and Jan Cordua
Harold and Sharon Slawik
Dan Davison
David K. Whitney
Byron and Vicki Dopkins
Mr. Andy Johnson
Charles E Schlatter
Anonymous
David Snieg
*Adam Folk
John and Gladi Sippel
Kevyn Juneau
John Laughlin
US Bank Private Wealth
Management
Erin Tomlinson
Amy Halvorson
The Community Foundation of
Western North Carolina, Inc.
Vanguard Charitable
Burks Properties LLC
Dan and Carol Wilcox
Aleisha Miller
Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC
Russell Loucks
Jeff Hatton
JW Matheson
Albert and Catherine Spottke
David George and Carolyn Levitt
Richard and Carolyn Jackson
David Rusterholz & Becky Kleager
*Caitlin Olsen

$100 - $249
Melissa Schmidt
Paul and Sheila Wiemerslage
Barbara Nelson
Dennis and Lynn Linder
Gary and Mary Quam
Mark and Carol Engebretson
Gary Konkol
Justin Ritzinger
Bridget Ritzinger
Rebecca Davis
W. Earl Morren and Vera Ming
Wong
Lowell McCann
Charles R. Stirrat
Rick and Patti LaPorte
Elizabeth W. Merchant
Robert W. Chambers
Maralee Savage
Ronald and Polly Nesset
Angel's Pet World
Edward B. Paulson
Christopher Hughes
Steve and Doris Schmaltz
Morgan Stanley
giveBIG St. Croix Valley
Michael and Janette Yandrasits
Judy Schultz
Julia Tiede
Judie and David Babcock
Nick Schneider
Molly Barritt
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Theresa DeRusha
United Way Twin Cities
Bill and Judy Garrard
Lew and Jean Beccone
Arthur W. Bowron, II
Leonard and Beth Dayton
Joseph R. Conrad
Virgil Nylander
David Trechter
Lauri Wilson
Margel Johnson
Robyn Langkos and David Matthews
Harold and Christine Halverson
Charles E. and Ruth Anne White
Michael Albert
Richard and Finette Magnuson
Craig and Mary Murphy
George E. and Dorothy E. Nelson
Jack Woodbury and Ella Mae Taylor
Woodbury
Paul Boettcher and Joyce Hood
Boettcher
Michele Bevis
Donald and Virginia Thompson
Brian and Dawn Madsen
Bruce Mann and Kim Kiiskinen
Jon & Diane Larson
Jim Camery and Tammy Tollefson
KGS
Connie Wenzel
Karl Diekman
Marty and Jan Engel
Jon Olson
Anna and Joe Zalusky
Charles and Sandra Joyce Wilkinson
Ronald Pratt
Tom and Gail Andersen
Mark and Melissa Olson
David and Ruby Sienko
Rose Rude
Steven and Jacky Rolf
Katie Bovee
Deborah Huppert
Todd & Kensey Schultz
Shelly Matthys
Roger Lacey
Tom Rasmussen
Betty Most
Richard Wilson
Michael Kretz & Diane 
David Colby
James and Dorothy Beix
Daniel Alms
Barbara & Gordon Hendrickson
Gavin Craig
Melisa Linder
Chana & Al Chechik
Don and Ann Leake
Kieran Duncan
Scott Persing
Beth Gaede and Robert Christenson
Target - Hudson

Glass by Pauly
Scott Eickschen
Recharge Chiropractic
John and Carrie Kaplan
Bob and Jacki Bradham
Trout Unlimited Kiap-TU-Wish
Chapter
Jeff and Rosanne Bump
Tom and Mary Halada
LeRoy A. Olson
Rita and William Lawson
Scott Goings and Amy Woodworth
Valerie and Jack Young, Jr.
Robert and Michelle Kiner
Paul and Deb Stoll
Kirk Jacobson and Donna Pittman
Patricia Ryan
Enterprise Creek Electric 
Tri Star Engines and
Transmissions
Susan Freiermuth
david rudnik
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gilbertson
Jeff Burrows
Timothy Philips
David Hillert
John & Gretchen Means

*Prescott Bergh
*David and Alison Page
*Dave and Cynthia Fodroczi
*Brent Sittlow
*EcoTrust
*Peter and Linda Dahm
*Steve and Betsy Goff
*Webster Barsness
*Suzanne Ammerman
*Dale and Linda Jorgenson
*Alex and Corilee Prieto
*David and Sandra Brummel
Minneapolis Foundation
*Michael Wurm
*Charles Berens
*Kevin Kealy
*Paul Rosso
*Nicholas Johnson
*Allan Klein and Harriet Lansing
*Beverly Stadum
*James & Judy Freund

*KINNI GUARDIANS
The Kinni Guardians are
individuals that give at the
$1,200 level or more each year. 



IN MEMORY 
OR TRIBUTE
Memory -
Dave Bylsma by:
Kathy Brunner
Clarke A. Chambers by:
Beverly Stadum
Kim Dailey by:
Siri & Greg Smith
Lee Davison by:
Judy Edgar
Bud Foss by:
John & Gretchen Means
Jim Gretz by:
Judy Schultz
Tom Helgeson by:
Lew and Jean Beccone
Larry Houser by:
Judy Schultz
Matt Johnson by:
Melanie Johnson
Hugh Langevin by:
Lew and Jean Beccone
Jeff Larson by:
Richard & Linda Kling, Judy Schultz
Bob and Betty Nesset by:
Ronald & Polly Nesset
Dolores Pechachek by:
Judy Edgar
Pete Peterson by:
Judy Schultz
Douglas Thompson by:
Daniel Alms, Carol Alms, Judy
Schultz, Learning Without Tears,
Lisa Dailey, Rick and Sandy Bowen,
Rudy and Sue Henninger, Erin
Austin, Warren Wolfe, Brian
Stettin, Peter Reese, Arda Davis,
Anna and Joe Zalusky, Daniel Alms,
Bonnie Lynn, Vicki Olson, Donna
Deiss, Douglas & Cathleen Hjersjo,
Wayne & Kathleen Beebe, Barbara &
Gordon Hendrickson. 
My Husband by:
Elizabeth Merchant

CONSERVATION
EASEMENTS

 Robert Chambers
   (Clarke & Florence Chambers)
Gregory Erickson & Jamie McNaughton
Jeffrey & Nancy Christensen
   (Peter Bloch & Bonnie Rubenstein)
Richard Purdy & Maureen Ash
Ronald Evensen & Pamela Thurow
John & Carrie Kaplan
Patrice Veit
   (& Douglas Johnson)
Kelly & Ruth Cain, Robyn Langkos &
Anthony Matthews, Jim Peterson &
Victoria Rader, Thomas Lewanski, 
& Gail Conzemius.
Allan Klein & Harriet Lansing
Steve and Carolyn Cooper
   (Keith & Barbara Avise)
Steven & Shelly Rucks 
   (Mary Swanson-MacLeod)
Edgar Family Trust
John & Linda Eggert Trust Agreement
Mark & Kelly Kopacz 
   (Dorwes Farms)
John Rohl Jr 
   (John Rohl, Sr. & Jeanne Rohl)
Brian & Sheila Schils
Russ & Sheila Loucks
   (Lee Sheehy)
Shawn Monaghan & Greg Plotnikoff
   (Richard & Finette Magnuson)
Roberta A. Johnson Revocable Trust 
Jessica Kramer
Michael Miller & Susan Goode
Charlie & Pete, LLC
Dwayne & Lois Johnson Family Trust 
Steven Meads & Jennifer Johansson
Stephen Rohl & Margaret Rohl
School District of River Falls 
City of River Falls
Doug & Olivia Gavic
   (Michael Miller & Susan Goode)
Justin & Jill Kaufenberg
   (Gregory Erickson)

Waldo A. & Suzanne Hagen
Mary & Tom Bednarowski
Carol Alms
Ellie Johanek
Rush River Brewing
Arda Davis
Paul Johnson
James and Jan Benson
Michael and Jeanne Kinney
Brad Bourn
Madeleine Kerr
Tommy Bentz
Jarell Kuney
Bricks Neapolitan Pizza
Roald Evensen
Jill Wasik
Robert Trevis
Mike and Darlene Sittlow
Clarence and Linda Malick
Robert A. Gustafson
Brian Reggie Phoenix
Vicki Olson
Patricia H. Rusch
Krista Spieler and Thomas R.
Smith
Siri and Greg Smith
Melanie Johnson
2Fish
Kathy Brunner
Jill Barthen Berke
Elizabeth Hancq
Peter Reese
Donna I Deiss
Kevin & Joanne Hughes
Richard & Linda Kling
Mary Beth Arthaud
Joseph St. Dennis
R.A. & S.R. Wallace 
AmazonSmile Foundation
Dennis Lindgren
Beth Hoppe Stidham
Christopher S. Osgood
Eric Judge
Racheal Hovland
Douglas & Cathleen Hjersjo
Wayne L. & Kathleen Beebe
Chris Kocina
Greg Tuchel
Sarah Riveros
Riverwalk Vintage Market
St. Croix Baking Company
James and Caroline Holden
Bob & Rita Marrinan
Erin Austin
Dawnna Hixon

We apologize if your name has been
omitted or misspelled. 
Please contact us at 715.425.5738 and
we will make a correction.

Art Doyle's Spokes and Pedals
Esther Filson
Larry and Sandra Persico
Arlo and Stephanie Frost
Lawrence Wiesner
Janna Cowen
Green Oasis
Melissa Jones
River Falls Ace Hardware
Sarah Daggett
Carah & Matt Koch
J.P. Little and Lynn Mattson Little
Jim Howard
Steven Janczak
Rev William and Karen Montgomery
Mike and Mary Ann Janse
Judith emmett
Eugene and Donna O'Keefe
Paul Hesterman
Ken and Michele Hanson
John Hershey and Geraldine
Rockett
Paula Schneeweis and Michael
Hulse
Peter G. Truitt
Sarah Hall & Dave Fehringer
Greg Dietl
Kent D. Ferraro
John H. and Eleanor Strand
Tony Halek
Dennis Behr
John and Evy Nerbonne
H & F Home Furnishings
Mr. Martin Steitz
Scott Thomas Thorpe Fly Fishing,
LLC
Matthew Ferguson
John Gildseth
Jeff and Mary Ranta
Paul and Deborah Van Den
Meerendonk
Michael Rogers
Marcy Armstrong Dorau
Greg Schlink
Warren Wolfe
Willilam Mahler
Erin & Kavee Hangero
Mollie Bednarowski
Welch Forsman Associates, INC.
Bryan Kallenbach
Ila Gillis
Rudy and Sue Henninger
Learning Without Tears
Brian Stettin
Kathleen Kozub
Bonnie Lynn

UP TO $99 

Thank you to the following
individuals who are leaving a legacy

of land stewardship with a
conservation easement on their
property. Original owners of the

easement are italicized.

KRLT IS A NON-PROFIT, 501(C)3 PUBLIC TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION              EIN 39-6593121

710 N Main Street, Suite 205 |  P.O.Box 87  | River Falls, WI 54022
www.kinniriver.org      715.425.5738
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Tribute-
My Parents by:
Melisa Linder
My Parents, Kent and Jan Johnson
by:
Nicholas Johnson
My memories of and love for 
the Kinni by:
Chana & Al Chechik
Judy Edgar by:
Barbara Nelson
David and Anne Drewiske
Anniversary by:
Judie and David Babcock

The Kinnickinnic River Land Trust would like
 to thank the generous supporters of FY2022



Thank you
Thank you
Thank you

Volunteers!
Volunteers!
Volunteers!

Kinnickinnic River Land Trust
710 N Main Street, Suite 205
P.O. Box 87 
River Falls, WI 54022
715.425.5738   
www.kinniriver.org


