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This year marks the ﬁfth annual River Falls Fly
Fishing Festival (R4F) and we are confident
this will be the best event yet! Purchase your
tickets soon—we sell out every year!
The R4F is the premiere fundraising and
member event for the KRLT. If you have
attended in the past you know how much fun
it is for the entire family.

Doors open at 5 p.m. with:
•
•
•
•
•
•

local artists
fly tying demos
giveaways
vendors
raffle prizes
silent and live auction items
ranging from stained glass artwork to
unique wine selections to handmade
bamboo rods

There is something for everyone,
including great food and beverages
for purchase.

Buy tickets online at
Buy tickets locally at

The main event starts at 7 p.m.
and features several inspiring films highlighting:
• exotic locations
• family bonds
• conservation
• exhilaration of fishing
• exploration of rivers, lakes, seas
throughout the world

Each film has a running time of 10-30
minutes. For those who can’t wait, trailers for
this year’s films can be seen at
www.flyfilmfest.com/films/.
The people who attend and participate in the
film festival are vital to this event’s ongoing
success. Since its beginning, attendees and
sponsors of the R4F event have contributed
more than $50,000 with more than $21,000
raised last year. All proceeds go directly
to the KRLT and help fund conservation
projects, community outreach and services
vital to maintaining and advocating for the
continued health of the Kinnickinnic River
and its watershed.

www.showclix.com/event/IF42018RIVERFALLSWI
Lund’s Fly Shop at 102 N Main St., River Falls

Be sure to stop by and visit the KRLT booth where we are giving away two YETI Hopper coolers!
Each person attending the R4F event has a chance to win a tan YETI Hopper cooler! Become a new KRLT
member at the event with a $150 or more donation and get a chance to win a grey YETI Hopper cooler!

New KRLT members joining at $150 level
or more will also receive a limited edition
travel mug showcasing this incredible
artwork donated by Josh DeSmit! Current
KRLT members may buy it for $50. This
offer is limited to R4F attendees only.
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Josh DeSmit

Don’t miss this fun event while supporting the KRLT!

Get your tickets today before we sell out!

KRLT UPDATES
KRLT is celebrating 25 years of
working with the community to conserve
and protect the beauty and health of
the Kinnickinnic River and its watershed!
We’ve taken on the audacious challenge
of conserving the river in perpetuity. We
see both challenges and opportunities
1993-2018
ahead. The opportunities are grounded in
Kinnickinnic
the
high level of community awareness of the uniqueness and
River Land Trust
beauty
of the Kinni and its watershed. It will take continuous
and broad-based effort to maintain and achieve our mission in
light of increasing development pressure and intensification of
resource use. If the heartbeat of the Kinni runs strong within
your veins, please consider contributing your time, talent or
treasure to help us continue our mission over the next 25 years.

We are pleased to welcome our newest

25 Years

New Executive Board Officers
With the departure last month of KRLT Board President Peter
Dahm, we have a slight shift in our executive team. Effective
immediately, former Vice President Chris Bye is taking the
helm as president and Judie Babcock is vice president.
Shawn Monaghan and Alison Page will continue their roles
as treasurer and secretary, respectively. The entire Board and
Executive Director Dave Drewiske want to thank Peter for his
tireless dedication and passion toward the protection and
enhancement of the Kinni and our community over the years.
In addition, we are recruiting for new Board members for this
June when a few of our current members conclude their terms.
If you are interested in joining us, be sure to let Dave or Kim
know. More information about duties and responsibilities of
the KRLT Board may be found on our website.

Kinni Corridor
Project Committee
Recommendation
On January 25, the Kinni Corridor
Project Committee finalized its
recommendation to the River Falls City Council on relicensing
the City’s hydro project. The resolution, presented to the City
Council on Feb. 13, calls for relicensing the Junction Dam for
the final time and the removal of the Powell dam. The City will
make a final decision on relicensing on February 27.
While the recommendation to relicense is disappointing, the
fact that such a diverse group can agree with the eventual
removal of both dams is encouraging. On behalf of the KRLT,
our representative Dave Fodroczi signed the resolution to
signify our commitment to working with the City and others
in developing a means to achieve dam removal. We remain
resolute in our efforts towards river protection and restoration
to a free-flowing, cold and clean Kinni. We believe it will be
possible to form a public-private partnership with the City
to achieve an outcome that is best for the river and our
community.

Kinni Guardians

Conserving & Protecting the Kinni
Kinnickinnic
River Land Trust

• Mary Bolla & David Dayton
• David & Sandra Brummel

They join the following Kinni Guardians who have made a
Leadership Level commitment to conserve and protect the
beauty and health of the Kinnickinnic River and its watershed:
• Suzanne Ammerman
• Anonymous
• Judie & David Babcock
• Rick & Sandy Bowen
• Jeff & Rosanne Bump
• Peter & Linda Dahm
• Leonard & Beth Dayton
• EcoTrust
• Dave & Cindy Fodroczi
• Steve & Betsy Goff
• Susan Goode & Mike Miller
• Paul Goudreault & Katie Grier
• Cline & Dianne Hickok
• Doug Johnson
• Dale & Linda Jorgenson
• Art & Martha Kaemmer
• Allan Klein & Harriet Lansing
• John & Mary Ellen Lundsten
• H.G. McNeely Jr.
• Shawn Monaghan & Greg Plotnikoff
• Alison & David Page
• Gary & Mary Quam (in memory of Terry Quam)
• Bob & Paula Torres
• Hal & Maggie Watson
• Kate & H. Mitchell Watson, Jr.
• Dan & Mary Wilkening
• Wayne & Deborah Wulf

Thank you for your commitment!

Interested in becoming a Kinni Guardian?
Visit www.kinniriver.org/support/donate/

Debt Retired!

Economic Impact Study

We’re a volunteer-lead, thinly staffed organization that from
2007-2009 took on debt of

You may have heard about the Economic Impact Study
conducted in the Southern Driftless area and sponsored by
Trout Unlimited which estimated a $1.4 billion economic
benefit from trout fishing activities. KRLT is working with the
City of River Falls, the River Falls Chamber of Commerce and
the University of Wisconsin-River Falls (UWRF) to conduct
a similar but more expansive study of the benefit of the
Kinnickinnic River to our local economy. We intend to survey
trout fishermen, watercraft users, local businesses and other
employers to measure economic and quality-of-life benefits to
our area. We hope that the results will serve as a baseline as
our community implements the recommendations from the
Kinni River Corridor Project. More updates on the study will
be forthcoming.

801,000

$

(four times our annual operating budget) to protect three
strategic land parcels, near River Falls, totaling over 500 acres.
The debt covered the gap between state, federal and local
fundraising efforts and the $3.63 million acquisition price. Had
we not done this, the character of the Kinni Valley would have
changed forever.
Thanks to your commitment and generosity, we have retired
that debt . . . EARLY! Relief from that burden allows us to again
work to expand our conservation footprint beyond the 3,000+
acres we have helped to protect...forever.
We would like to thank the McNeely Foundation for extending
credit and believing in us during a recessionary period
where no other credit was available to support our work.

Trumpeter Swan Preserve
Becomes an Outdoor Classroom

KRLT Needs YOU!
The Kinni and its watershed are facing unparalleled challenges to
preserve a clear, clean, free-flowing river for future generations.
In a Strategic Visioning Retreat, conducted by the KRLT Board,
we identified the need to expand our communications,
capacity and network to people and organizations dedicated to
preserving our beautiful part of the world.

Our three-year goals:
• increase our membership from 400 to 1,000
• increase our Kinni Guardians from 28 to 75
(the premiere level of membership support)
We invite you to join us or, if you’re already a member,
to invite a friend or relative.
You can become a member by:
• mailing a check, payable to
KRLT, P.O. Box 87, River Falls, WI, 54022
• joining online at www.kinniriver.org/support/
We know our membership includes many talented and
accomplished people. We can use your talent, expertise and
energy in many ways. Currently, we have the need for people
with the following talents or skills:
• grant writing
• graphic design
• public finance
• public speaking
• database management
• land stewardship
• accounting
• social media skills
We want to pay special attention to educating and inspiring
students of all ages to carry on our work. If you have
an interest in any of these areas, please call us or go to
www.kinniriver.org/support/volunteer/.

KRLT would like to acknowledge the tremendous cooperation
we have received from UWRF faculty and staff. Those individuals
are enthusiastically lending their expertise to multiple projects
within the Kinni watershed. For example, students in Dr. Kevyn
Juneau’s Forest Restoration and Management class navigated
knee-deep snow in minus 8 degrees to start the preparation
of a habitat restoration plan for our 48-acre Trumpeter Swan
Preserve in the Kinni Headwaters area. They will provide
recommendations for timber management, restoration,
wildlife carrying capacity and improved property access to this
area untouched since our acquisition in 2004. Student teams
will be presenting their recommendations to our Conservation
Committee on May 3, 2018 at UWRF. Members are welcome to
attend. Please contact us for more information.

Become a KRLT Member Today!
www.kinniriver.org/support/donate/
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Like us on our facebook page @kinniriver

Upcoming Events
Meet staff and board members!
Friday, March 9

R4F River Falls Fly Fishing Festival
See cover for details

Saturday, April 28

25th Annual KinniRiverCleanUp™
Glen Park, River Falls • 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Come help keep the Kinni cold, clean and free . . . forever by
removing trash from the Kinni and its watershed! Lunch will
be provided by local sponsors. Watch for registration on our
website at www.kinniriver.org or on Facebook.

Saturday, May 5

“Wings of Spring” Bird Festival
River Falls City Hall and Kinnickinnic Parkway
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

This free celebration of the migratory birds’ journey from north
Latin America and southern North America is hosted by the
St. Croix Valley Bird Club.

Heartbeat
Long before we came here its
heartbeat sang out
And the wind blew
And the trees and grass grew
And they were reborn again
and again
Clear and cold the Kinni
wove its way
Through the landscape rushing to its end
The fish flourished
And its bounty gave life
Ten thousand seasons or more have passed
Ten thousand seasons or more yet to come
Before we came and after we’re gone
The heartbeat of the Kinni will sing…
And the river flows
D. Jorgenson
December 2014

The KRLT is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charity. Membership dues, gifts
and donations are eligible as income tax deductions.
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